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miscuous and miscellaneous, after the manner of a
caravanserai, as the number of his descendants and
dependants increased.   And he ruled over it in the
patriarchal manner, his philosophy of the happy
mean finding expression in a mixture of salutary
discipline and cheerful bonhomie*    He expected his
sons to follow the example which he set them of
untiring energy and attention to duty, but at the
same time he realised, and was wont to admit, that
they lacked the incentive of poverty which had been
the spur to his own youthful ambitions and efforts*
In other respects they were also handicapped by their
father's material prosperity.   Nowhere ort earth is it
so true as in China that it is easier for the camel to
pass  through the **needle's eye" than for a rich
man to " make good."   Li, who was always frank
with himself and something of a speculative philo-
sopher, was well aware before he died that the reputa-
tion of his family and entourage in the matter of
peculation  and  official  malpractices  had   become
sufficiently notorious to make them a subject for
criticism all over China,   He had given his sons every
advantage of education at home and abroad, but with
his own example and that of his insatiable brother,
Li Han-chang? ever before their eyes, he could hardly
expect them to cultivate or display austere probity
after the manner of the best classical models*   He
knew—none better—that the love of money is the root
of all evil in the Chinese State ; like Tzii Hsi,, he was
wont to denounce it at regular intervals in mellifluous
platitudes, but in practice he failed to achieve any-
thing like the happy mean in controlling it, and his
sons followed in his footsteps.   The Viceregal YaxnStt
at .Tientsin became in the 'nineties a gathering-place

